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years later was made a director of the railroad. In
1883 when Osborne died, he practically bequeathed
the management of the railroad to his secretary,
although Fish did not actually become president
until some years later

Harnman and Fish had known each other for
many years, and as young men had traveled about
town a great deal together In 1880 they were
both directors in the Ogdensburg and Lake Cham-
plain Railroad, a property of which Harnman had
hoped to acquire the control, for by this time Har-
nman had made very substantial progress in busi-
ness, having accumulated several hundred thou-
sand dollars through shrewd trading in securities,
He was now beginning to turn away from mere
brokerage to railroad management and finance

The Illinois Central had acquired control of an
extensive system of lines south of St Louis, known
as the Chicago, St Louis and New Orleans, and
Stuyvesant Fish had sought Harriman's assistance
in placing the bonds In this work Harnman was
notably successful Meanwhile he had himself
acquired a large block of Illinois Central stock
and had become more and more the confidential
adviser of Fish At that time there was a large
Dutch stockholding interest in the road, whose